Effect of NPK levels on yield and yield components of cabbage was studied at Horticulture Ornamental Nursery, The University of Agriculture, Peshawar. The experiment was laid out in Randomized Complete Block (RCB) Design with three replications. A total of sixteen treatments were replicated thrice, row-row and plant-plant distance were kept 60cm and 45cm respectively. Nitrogen was applied at the rate of 0, 50, 60 and 70kg ha -1 , while phosphorus and potassium was applied at the rate of 90 and 60kg ha -1 respectively. The fertilizer level (70-90-60kg NPK ha -1 ) gave significant results with regard to curd weight plant -1 (976g), curd diameter plant -1 (13.67cm), yield plot -1 (5.87kg), total yield ha -1 (36.85 ton ha -1 ), while minimum values for these parameters were recorded in control. Significant values for the number of leaves plant -1 (24) and leaves weight plant -1 (751g) was recorded at fertilizer level (70-90-60kg NPK ha -1 ). However plant height and survival percentage remain unaffected with the application of fertilizer. Thus among various levels used, nitrogen at the rate of 70kg ha -1 with phosphorus and potassium @90 and 60 kg ha -1 is recommended for cabbage growers in Peshawar.
Curd diameter (cm)
The statistical data pertaining to the curd diameter is presented in (Table 1) . According to the statistical analysis different NPK levels had significant effect on curd diameter. Table 1 shows that mean highest curd diameter (13.67cm) was recorded with the fertilizer level 70-90-60kg ha -1 NPK followed by (13.33cm) and (13.00cm) curd diameter at 60-90-60kg ha -1 NPK and 70-90-0kg ha -1 NPK respectively. The minimum diameter plant -1 (8cm) was recorded in control treatment. Among various levels of NPK, the difference in curd diameter may be because of increased reserved substances in the leaves, resulting from increased supply of NPK. All of three basic elements work together to attain the best yield. Nitrogen is the building block of chlorophyll, enzymes and hormones. Phosphorus is a major component of ATP and ADP and once CO2 is converted in to sugar it has to be transported to organs of the plant for storage. The plant transportation system requires energy in the form of ATP which needs potassium for its synthesis. That's why the combination of 70 kg ha - The data pertaining to the number of leaves per plant is given in (Table 1) . According to the means highest number of leaves (24) were recorded with fertilizer level (70-90-0 kg NPK ha -1 ) followed by (23) 
Conclusion and recommendations
During the course of experiment the performance of several levels of NPK were evaluated. On the basis of results obtained, it is concluded that the application of NPK significantly increased the growth and yield of cabbage. Fertilizer application at the rate of 70kg N, 90kg P2O5 and 60 kg K2O ha -1 was effective in improving the growth and yield components such as curd weight, curd diameter, yield plot -1 , and total yield. Plots without NPK or lacking any one of these didn't give best yield. Therefore the fertilizer level 70-90-60 kg ha -1 NPK is recommended for the cabbage growers in Peshawar.
